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Members of the North Jersey Philharmonic glee Club, from left, Leroy Gibson; Ron
Williams; and Carl Milton; follow the conductor, Philip H. Field; while singing during
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration at the Newark Museum.
STAR-LEDGER VIDEO
Traditional homages to King, who would have turned 81 Friday, mingled with
moments of silence for the earthquake’s victims, while nonprofits sought to
reach collection goals for donations to Haiti and activists focused on the
country’s humanitarian crisis.
The disaster converged with the holiday because it highlighted the connection
many African-Americans feel with Haiti, the first independent black republic in
the Western Hemisphere, said Wayne Glasker, an associate professor of
Corzine's name is history at Rutgers University in Camden.
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ancestors all came from Africa, so there’s a sense of solidarity.”

A significant number of the more than 10,000 service projects across the
nation changed plans to help Haiti’s relief efforts, said Nicola Goren, the

acting head of the Corporation for National and Community Service. The

agency oversees charity efforts during the holiday.

MORE HAITI COVERAGE:

= Full Star-Ledger coverage of the Haiti earthquake
« Updated photos and videos

&bull How to help

At the inaugural day of service in Scotch Plains today, volunteers for the
Rotary Club found wallets opening freely as they collected money for relief
efforts in Haiti.

“This was a huge and terrific response today,” said Janet Strunk, president of
the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains. “We’ve received a lot of
donations...the response to Haiti has been huge from our community and
business leaders.”

The Rotary collected money to buy shelter boxes for Haitians who lost their
homes. The boxes contain a 10-person tent, a stove, cooking utensils and
other necessities a displaced family needs. The boxes cost about $1,000 each,
and the chapter has already sent four.

“Our goal is to send 10 from our chapter,” Strunk said. “I think we at least
received enough donations today to send one more box.”

Jerry McCrea/ The Star Ledger

Gladian Rivera of Jersey City, a martial arts instructor (right); shares a laugh with
Ryan Adams of Jersey City age 5; as the two made decoupage decorations for
“Teach for Social Justice" lunch tables while participating in a community volunteer
service day in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King at P.S. 38 in Jersey City.

Speakers also highlighted local concerns as they reflected on King’s message
of peace.

At a breakfast in Franklin Township today, Felipe Luciano, an Emmy award-
winning journalist, spoke on the Oct. 23 melee that erupted between students
and police after officers would not allow a student to re-enter the township
high school’s homecoming dance. When it was over, four officers and one
student were injured and 12 people were arrested.

In King’s spirit of forgiveness, mutual respect and healing, Luciano
encouraged officials and residents to identify their goals and work towards
realizing them.

“Let us hope that because of the forgiveness we have, Franklin flourishes,” he
said.
For others, like Catherine Santilien, who lost several family members to the
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rubble in Port-au-Prince, the holiday was an occasion to reflect after an
emotionally wrenching week.

“Martin Luther King gave us a voice and platform to continue to fight for
freedom,” said Santilien, who organized a workshop on King’s legacy at the
Jefferson Park Ministries in Elizabeth. “This is a new birth and it’s up to us to
mobilize everyone to say we can rebuild.”

Tiffani N. Garlic, Veronica Slaght and Tracee Herbaugh of the Local News
Service contributed to this report.
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work. What a joke. He fought for them and they don't care. Don't ever
wonder why you don't advance as a race. Just keep selling and using drugs.
At least the white communties respected and honored Mr. King.
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